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"Pulcgjaties zem latviesu karogiem!" — $adi dedzigi rakstnieku Ata Kenina un
Karla Skalbes vardi ievadija Krievijas Valsts domes deputatu Jana Goldmana
un Jana Zalisa 1915. gada 19. jilija parakstito patriotisko aicindjumu veidot
latviesu brivpratigo strélnieku bataljonus. 1915. gada 1. pasaules kar$ bija
sasniedzis Latviju, un b&gli no Kurzemes un Zemgales devas uz Rigu un
Vidzemi, daudzi — ar7 talak. Vacu armija jau atradas Rigas pievarte, tapec
Krievijas militara vadiba iz8kiras par iesp&ju dibinat nacionalas vienibas.
Strelniekos pieteicas tikstosi, un vinu izvéli dedzigi atbalstija tauta ceriba
uz nakotné glistamu teritorialo autonomiju. "Brali, labak cina doties neka
nikt un izputét pa svesam celmalam! Ka arvienu, ta ari §ini griita bridi pa-
liksim uzticigi savai t&vu zemei un kalsim pasi vinas likteni!"

Sadzirdgto, sird tverto driz vien nacas pieradit ar savam asinim, kad Krie-
vijas 12. armijas vadiba iecer&ja atspiest vacu armiju aiz Lielupes un ievadit
Zemgales atgtisanu. Uzbrukuma veiksana tika iesaistitas divas latviesu strel-
nieku brigades (astoni pulki), 6. Sibirijas korpusa strélnieku pulki un dazas
citas vienibas. LatvieSus apvienoja viena divizija generalmajora Augusta
Ernesta Misina (1863-1940; vélak Latvijas armijas pirmais generalis) vadiba.
Sakas Ziemassvétku kaujas, kas norisindjas 1917. gada 5.—11. janvari (p&c
veca stila — 1916. gada 23.-29. decembrl). Tas notika 30 km gara frontes
iecirkni no Tirelpurva lidz Olainei.

P&ksnaja, sniegputent titaja uzbrukuma vacu pozicijam pieradijas kara ne-
7&ligas novitates. Tehnologiju attistiba aizsardziba pagaidam bija paraka
par uzbrukuma lidzekliem. Novecojusi un bezatbildiga frontala uzbrukuma
taktika prasija milzigus upurus. Latviesu pulkiem nebija artilérijas atbalsta.
Strélniekiem nacas skriet cauri plasiem dzelondrasu slazdiem tiesi preti ne-
skaitamu vacu lozmetgju viesuJugunij. Stavokli Tpasi pasliktinaja milzu
sals. Tomer pretinieka pamatigo aizsardzibas sistemu izdevas parraut un
iedzit kili vairaku kilometru dziluma, ienemot arT draudigako vacu nocieti-
najumu — Lozmetgjkalnu. Tacu uzbrukums apsika, jo Krievijas 12. armijas
vadiba nebija sagatavojusi talako planu. Panakumi netika izversti, un vacu
speki nekavgjoties uzsaka ofensivu, janvara kaujas dalgji atgiistot zaudétas
pozicijas.

Sajas kaujas latvie$u strélnieki zaudgja aptuveni 9 000 cinitaju — krituso,
ievainoto un bez v&sts pazuduso —, turklat vairak neka pusi no tiem — Zie-
massvetku kaujas. Zaudgjumi sabiedriba raudzgja depresiju, bezceribu un
smagu vilSanos visa cara rezima. Latviesu strélnickiem Ziemassvétku
kaujas atnesa arT starptautisku izcilu un bezbailigu karotaju slavu. Tas bija
savdabigs nacijas vitalitates pieteikums un apliecinajums, cildens upuris uz
ziedojumu altara sapni par nakamo Latvijas valsti. Saja nozimé upuri ne-
bija veltigi. "Kas tic, tas uzvar. Uz priekSu ar latviesu karogu par Latvijas
nakotni!"

Pieminot Ziemassvétku kauju varonus un vinu nemirstigo ieguldijumu na-
kamibas varda, kaldinata pasa kolekcijas monéta, kas iemiizina bezbailigo
acu skatienus un lozu cirstas rétas.
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"Gather under Latvian flags!" These passionate words by the writers Atis
Kenins and Karlis Skalbe introduced the patriotic appeal to form volunteer
riflemen's battalions, which on 19 July 1915 was signed by the Russian
State Duma deputies Janis Goldmanis and Janis Zalitis. In 1915, World
War I had reached Latvia, and refugees from Kurzeme (Courland) and Zem-
gale (Semigallia) set out for Riga and Vidzeme (Livonia), and many even
for points far beyond. The German army was already in the outskirts of
Riga, and, therefore, the military leadership of Russia resolved to allow for
the formation of national units. Thousands applied to become riflemen, and
their choice was passionately supported by the nation hoping for territorial
autonomy to be attained sometime in the future. "Brothers, it is better to join
the fighting instead of perishing along alien roadsides! As always, let us
remain faithful to the land of our fathers in this dark hour. Let us forge its
destiny ourselves!"

What the budding riflemen had heard and stored away in their hearts soon
had to be confirmed with their blood when the command of the Russian
12th Army made plans to push the German troops across the Lielupe and
begin the recovery of Zemgale. Two brigades of Latvian riflemen (eight
regiments), riflemen from the 6th Siberian Corps and some other units were
involved in accomplishing this task. Latvians were united in one division
under the command of major general Augusts Ernests Misin$ (1863—1940)
who later became the first general of the Latvian army. The Christmas
Battles began and raged 5-11 January 1917 (according to the old style,
23-29 December 1916), with the front line stretching for 30 kilometres
from Tirelpurvs to Olaine.

During the sudden, blizzard-cloaked attack on the German positions, the
riflemen encountered the latest cruel innovations of war. The development
of defence technologies then surpassed the means of attack. The outdated
and irresponsible tactic of frontal attack ended in huge casualties. The Lat-
vian regiments lacked artillery support. They were forced to run through
extensive traps of barbed wire and expose themselves to massed fire of
countless German machine-guns. The situation was exacerbated by a severe
cold spell. Yet the Latvians managed to break through the substantial de-
fence system of the enemy and drive a wedge of several kilometres through
German lines, taking even the most menacing German fortification,
Lozmetgjkalns. And yet the attack petered out, because the leadership of the
Russian 12th Army had not prepared further plans. As the attacks subsided,
the German forces immediately launched a counterattack, partially reclaim-
ing their lost positions in January battles.

In these battles, Latvian riflemen suffered about 9 000 casualties — the dead,
the wounded and the missing, and more than half of those in the Christmas
Battles. The losses fomented depression, hopelessness and bitter disap-
pointment with the tsarist regime. For the Latvian riflemen, however, the
Christmas Battles brought international fame as outstanding and fearless
warriors. It was a kind of statement and proof of national vitality, a noble
sacrifice on the altar of the dream about the would-be State of Latvia. In this
sense, sacrifices were not in vain. "He who believes, celebrates victory.
March ahead under the Latvian flag for the future of Latvia!"

To commemorate the heroes of the Christmas Battles and their eternal con-
tribution to the future, a special collector coin has been struck, immortalis-
ing gazes of fearless eyes and wounds inflicted by bullets.



