White came folk-maid in her virtue
Clad as if in puffy snow.

A folk-maid, so humble, untarnished and pure by nature, ranks among the most
popular images of the Latvian folklore. White is she glowing, casting ever radi-
ant light of virtue and chaste upon everything around her.

After World War I, when Latvia had become an independent state with its own
national currency, among the authors of the new lats banknotes and coins was
the graphic artist Rihards Zarins (1869-1939), Director of the State Securities
Printing House. For the obverse of the 5-lats silver coin he chose his 1921 de-
sign of the large coat of arms of the Republic of Latvia, which was created on
the basis of the draft design of the state coat of arms made by the graphic artist
Vilhelms Krimins (1891-1959). On the reverse he depicted a Latvian folk-maid
as a symbol of national ethical purity and virtue of hard work. For centuries
nurtured through folklore, this image was close and understandable to every
Latvian.

The prototype of the Latvian folk-maid was Zelma Brauere (1900-1977), a
proof-reader of the State Securities Printing House, whose youth, beauty and
gentle demeanour fascinated many people, among them R. Zarins who had often
portrayed her before. Various images of Zelma Brauere can be also recognised
on the 10-lats and 20-lats banknotes designed by Rihards Zarins as well as on
the covers of elaborate telegrams and, highly generalised, on the 50-santims coin.

This generalisation finds the most exquisite expression on the silver 5-lats coin,
with the excellent plaster model by Percy Metcalfe, a distinguished engraver of
The Royal Mint, United Kingdom, contributing to its attainment. The head of
the folk-maid is featured in profile, viewed from the right side, with this central
motif being encircled from either side by the inscription Latvijas Republika. To
bring out the idea powerfully, the artist has opted for only few details: ears of
corn overlaying the folk-maid's shoulder, a rich braid stretching down her back,
and her collar and head dress embroidered with an ornamental design character-
istic of Latvian folk costume. The artistic expression is intensified by the serene
beauty of mutual relationship of all elements and the simultaneous lightness and
firmness of the silhouette.

The 5-lats silver coin became extremely popular due to its pleasing artistic ex-
pression and value. Its central image obtained an extra symbolic meaning like the
statue of Mother Latvia in the sculptural ensemble of the Brethren Cemetery and
the statue of Liberty that tops the Freedom Monument in Riga. People gave 5-lats
silver coins to their children and grandchildren as gifts; they stored and kept them
"for a rainy day" — as if they had some apprehension, some foreboding.

When during World War II the occupational regimes replaced one another and
Latvia lost its independence and national currency, this silver coin became a
symbol of freedom and statehood for the nation, a comforting ray of hope for
those scattered in Siberia and in exile across the globe.

The Bank of Latvia dedicated a 5-lats gold coin to the 10th anniversary of the
renewed national currency of Latvia which also featured the design of the his-
torical 5-lats silver coin. It was issued under the international coin programme
"The Smallest Gold Coins of the World". The design of the coin was modified
by Gunars Cilitis (1927-2007) and the plaster model was made by Ligita
Franckevica (1947). The coin was struck by Valcambi SA (Switzerland).

To mark the 90th anniversary of the Bank of Latvia and the national currency
unit, the lats, and the 20th anniversary of the renewed lats, the Bank of Latvia
issues a new silver 5-lats coin using the original electrotypes produced in 1929
and employed in minting this coin in 1929, 1931 and 1932. The coin has its own
unique history and its happy journey continues.
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SUDRABA PIECLATNIEKS

5-LATS SILVER COLLECTOR COIN




Nominalvé
diametrs — 37.00 mm, metals
kvalitate: tamped back, mon&tas josta — ar uzrakstu.
Makslinieks: Rihards Zar

quality: tamped back; edge: lettered.
Artist: Rihards Zarips.
The coin is struck by The Royal Mint
(United Kingdom).

Balta ndca tautumeita

Ka ar sniegu apsnigusi.

Tik vienkarss, skaidrs un tirs ir viens no skaistakajiem un iemilotakajiem latvie-
Su folkloras téliem. Balta vina staro, ar savu tikumu un sirdsskaidribu katru
veicamo darbu un it visu ap sevi izgaismodama.

Kad pec 1. pasaules kara neatkaribu ieguvusaja Latvija tika veidota sava naudas
sistéma, viens no jauno lata banknoSu un monétu dizaina autoriem bija grafikis
Rihards Zarin$ (1869-1939). 5 latu sudraba monétas aversa vips lika Latvijas
valsts lielo gerboni, kura zim&umu darinajis 1921. gada, budams Valstspapiru
spiestuves parvaldnieks, par pamatu nemot grafika Vilhelma Krimina (1891-
1959) projektu. Mongtas reversam R. Zarins izvélgjas latvieSu tautumeitas telu
ka tautas darba tikuma un &tiskas skaidribas simbolu. Gadu simtos folklora izlo-
lots, tas bija saprotams un tuvs katram latvietim.

Makslinieks par modeli tautumeitas t€lam izvelgjas Valstspapiru spiestuves ko-
rektori Zelmu Braueri (1900-1977), kuras jauniba, skaistums un sirdsskaidriba
valdzinaja daudzus, arT R. Zarinu, kur§ vigu vairakkart portretjis. Z. Braueres
tels atpazistams gan R. Zarina zim&tajas 10 un 20 latu papira naudas zimes,
gan greznu telegrammu vakos un — augsta visparinajuma pakapé — 50 santimu
monéta.

Sudraba 5 latu mongta tela visparinajums ir augstaks un pilnigaks, un to sasniegt
palidzgjis arT izcila The Royal Mint (Lielbritanija) graviera Pérsija Metkalfa
(Percy Metcalfe) plastiskais risinajums. Jaunavas galva att€lota profila no la-
bas puses, un kompoziciju divos puslokos ietver uzraksts Latvijas Republika.
Tela raksturojumam makslinieks izvélgjies pavisam maz lidzeklu: par jauna-
vas labo plecu viegli sligst varpas, par muguru — bieza matu pine, apkakliti un
vainadzinu rota latvieSu tautastérpam raksturigais geometriskais ornaments.

Riharda Zarina zZimgjums.
(Fotoattéls no The Royal Mint (Lielbritanija) muzeja krajuma.)

Makslinieciskaja izteiksmé Tpasa nozime ir visu sadalu savstarpgjo attiecibu
ramajam skaistumam, skaidrajam, vieglajam un reizé noteiktajam siluetlinijas
tecgjumam.

Tikama makslinieciska veidojuma un vértibas dé| 5 latu sudraba mongta kluva
1pasi populara. Tas galvenais t&ls ieguva papildu simbolisku nozimi — lidzigu
Matei Latvijai Bralu kapos un brivibas télam Brivibas pieminekla smailg. So
monétu davindja berniem un bérnubrniem, glabaja un kraja "nebaltdm die-
nam". Ka nojauzdami, ka zinadami!

Kad 2. pasaules kara laika Latvija viena otru nomainija okupacijas, tika zaudgta
valsts neatkariba un arf nauda, §1 sudraba monéta kluva par Latvijas brivibas un
valstiskuma simbolu, okupétaja Latvija, izsiitfjuma Sibirija un trimda visa pa-
saulé glabatu ceribas starinu.

Latvijas nacionalas valiitas atjaunotnes 10 gadu jubilejai Latvijas Banka veltija
5 latu zelta mon&tu ar vésturiskas 5 latu sudraba monétas atveidu. Ta kalta starp-
tautiskas programmas "Pasaules mazakas zelta mon&tas" ietvaros. Monétas di-
zainu atveidoja makslinieks Gunars Cilitis (1927-2007), gipSa modeli darinaja
telniece Ligita Franckevica (1947), un ta kalta Valcambi SA (Sveice).

Sagaidot Latvijas Bankas un lata 90 gadu jubileju un lata atjaunosanas 20 gadu
jubileju, 5 latu mongta 2012. gada kalta, izmantojot originalas 1929. gada galva-
noplastikas formas, kas lietotas, $adu mon&tu kalot 1929., 1931. un 1932. gada.
Mongta ar unikalu vesturi turpina celu naudas rituma.

A drawing by Rihards Zarips.
(A photo from the collection of the Museum of The Royal Mint, United Kingdom.)






