SUDRABA LASIS

SILVER SALMON

Nominalvértiba — 20 latu, svars — 11.00 g,
diametrs — 21.75 mm, metals — 925° sudral litate — proof,
mongétas josta — ar uzrakstu.
Monétas dizainu izstradajis Gunars L
tas gipsa modeli veidojis Janis Strupulis.
Monéta kalta UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lietuva).

Face value: 20 lats; weight: 11.00 g,
diameter: 21.75 mm; metal: silver of .925 fineness;
quality: proof, edge: lettered.

The coin has been designed by Gunars Lisis,
modelled by Janis Strupulis,
and struck by UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lithuania).
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Katram mil$ ka labs tuvinieks. Savéjais. Vienmér gaidits un lolots draugs.
Tikams rokai un domai. Masu Latvijas 1 lata mongta, visas latu gimenes pamat-
vieniba. Daudzi to mili un sirsnigi dév€ par /asiti, jo nu jau 20 gadu ta reversa,
slaida loka liekts, no tideniem lec Latvijas lasis. Tads, kadu 20. gs. 90. gadu
sakuma to izveidojis viens no Latvijas labakajiem dizaingrafikiem Gunars
Lusis. Makslinieks pats ir izcils lasu kerSanas meistars, bet to kermena gracija
pratis saskatit arT simbola kvalitati.

Lasis 1 lata monéta nav tikai kada Latvijas idenos rodama garsiga zivs. Lasis
ir idenu karalis un arT simbols, kas apliecina tuvibu ar dabu, kura latvieSiem ir
pamatvertiba. But daba — tas ir dzivesveids un pasaules uztvere. Ar lasa léciena
vitalitati latvis reiz no dabas klepja ienacis urbaniztaja un civilizétaja pasaulé.
Lasis ir darba vértibas norade tiesa un parnesta nozime. Caur darba sparu, sud-
raboto lasi pie lasa liekot, laudis tikusi pie turibas. Lasis ir arT norade uz vienu
no nacijas pamatnodarbem — zvejniecibu — un uz misu ddenu (upju, ezeru,
juras) ietekmi dzives pliduma. Latvim mate barotaja ir gan zala zeme un $alco-
Sais mezs, gan tdenu klaids. Monéta atbalso arT dizo Krigjana Valdemara aici-
najumu: Latvji, brauciet jiripa! Vairojiet labumu, labklajibu un labestibu!
Celiet savu maju, buvejiet Gaismas pili! Lai lats cElos darbos ir ka kiegelitis!

Ja naudas apriti salidzinam ar tautsaimniecibas asinsriti, 1 lats taja ir mazais
asinskermenttis. Lata svars, speks un energija atspogulo ari visas sabiedribas
darba var€Sanu un intelekta spgjas. Rainis atzina — no darba varas liktens tris.
Lats iekustina lielus darbus, un ar ta speku darbi sokas.

20 gadu — tas ir teju tikpat ilgs laikposms, kadu Latvija pastavéja pirms
2. pasaules kara, kad ta ar pirma latu laidiena atbalstu piedzivoja toreizgjo

ekonomisko uzplaukumu. Apbrinojami steidzigs izradijies laika skr&jiens ar
misdienas. 20 gadu daudziem var likties ka mazs mirklis p&c tik nesenas bari-
kazu vakardienas, bet tas ir laiks ar milzigu v&sturisku notikumu un darbu
ietilpibu — gan ar lielam certbam un panakumiem, gan ar maldiem, k]amém un
kritumiem. Dazkart dulli un lepni, dazkart pieticigi un taupigi, ¢akli un vél
visadi dzives daudzveidiba, stingri stavam lielaja pasaulé.

Latvijas Banka, ar cienu atceroties lata dzimsanas dienu, tam veltfjusi 1 lata
mongtas repliku — sudraba kaltu svétku laidienu ar jubilejai simboliski atbilsto-
Su 20 reizes palielinatu nominalvertibu. To vairo labi padarita darba apzina,
turklat lata vértiba mums allaz ir lielaka, jo tam piemit arf visas lietas tik sveti-
ga sirdsvertiba.

Cherished and treasured, pleasant to hold and to contemplate, our Latvian
1-lats coin is the basic unit of the entire family of lats. Many of us call it [asiis,
the Latvian endearment for salmon, for it is the Latvian salmon, lasis, whose
image has been adorning the reverse of the coin for 20 years. Caught in its leap
above the water, this is how one of the best Latvian designers Gunars Lisis
conceived it. The artist is a master-fisherman himself, yet in the gracefulness of
the salmon's midair leap he has managed to detect deep symbolism.

Salmon on the 1-lats coin is not just a delicious variety of fish found in the
Latvian waters. Salmon is the king of the water and a symbol that ascertains

Latvian love of nature that is a basic national trait. To be out in the nature, it is
a lifestyle and a way of seeing the world. With the vitality of a salmon, the
Latvian once leapt from the rural world into the urbanised and urbane civilisa-
tion. Salmon points to the value of labour in a direct and indirect sense: fol-
lowing the work ethic, and putting away coin after coin, people have managed
to accumulate substantial wealth. The salmon's symbol also points to one of the
basic occupations of the Latvians, fishing, as well as to the impact of water on
our lives — be it river, lake or the sea. Not only the soil and the forest but also
the rich waters have been feeding the Latvian people for centuries.

If we consider the circulation of money as part and parcel of the blood system
of the economy at large, the 1-lats coin can be seen as a tiny blood cell. The
weight, power and energy of the lats is a reflection of the power and intellectual
capabilities of the nation.

Twenty years is almost as long a time period that Latvia existed before World
War II. The first issue of lats at that time helped to bring about economic
success. Time has passed amazingly quickly nowadays as well. Many may
consider 20 years as just a lapse after the freedom barricades which seem to
have happened only yesterday; yet it is a period that contains many historic
events and accomplishments; there have been great hopes and success as well
as mistakes and failures. At times headstrong and proud, at other times humble
and prudent, we have a stable position in the world at large.

The Bank of Latvia is commemorating the birth date of the Latvian lats by
issuing a silver replica of the original 1-lats coin with a 20 times increased
nominal value.






